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The most honorable attempts and fortunate successe
of our woorthy citizen and brave-minded generall,
James Lancaster, and his associates.
That a prophet is not esteemed in his owne cuntrey it hath
beene often saide, and not so commonly sayd but true sayd; as
is manifest in our ungratefull cuntreymen, which holde honours
champions in account [no?] longer then the present occasion of
use serveth for them; which maketh us so common a bywoord
amongst other nations for our ungratefullnes. If wee could as
well imitate in good actions such noble straungers as have lived
in elder time as follow their vanities and manners in all vicious
exercises, wee might well be noted for the moste only people of
the whole earth. Then might that most excellent histories which
now declare the noble and bountifull mindes of the Romaines
bee shut up, and our histories fill the eares of all nations with
reportes of our now living and brave-minded adventure[r]s.
But those times be past. Such men live not to recompence their
worthines, nor those of learning to give them their due.
If Roome, the abject of earth now for her vice, hath beene
furnished with such noble cittizens that gained, both for their
valour and bountie, such eternall prayse, not only for hazarding
in many perrills their goods but their owne persons, ayming at
nothing but honor, esteeming the goodes gotten as thinges
transitorie, why should not our thrise famous cittie of London,
the only wounder of the earth for beautie, government, and
welth, holde their honor in like account? The Romaines exalted
all men of woorth for their vertues, not regarding their parent-
age, makeing the ignoble and baseborne tribunes, senatours,
and vicerois in their territories, honoring them with all titles of
nobilitie and honour, and after their victoryes caused them in
tryumphs to ride throughout their citties, erecting trophies in
memorie of their actions. Through which they encouraged the
noble-minded, and moved the most basest groome to adventure.
Yf such were the manners and conditions of our minded
cuntrymen, how florishing an estate might we boast of? But we,